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The Hague

Rotterdam



Metropolitan region Rotterdam – The Hague

• 2,5 million inhabitants

• 3 universities

• Airport

• Highspeed trainstation
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Rotterdam in figures

Surface 320 km2
Office 3.950.000 m2
Dwellings 301.000

Inhabitants 625.000
Nationalities 175
Youngest city of Holland

Harbour cargo 450 mln ton / year
Harbour Jobs 92.000 
Sea ships 30.000 / year 

city centre: 34.300 inhabitants
4060 offices
82.400 jobs
1.450.000 hotelstays
16 mln tourists
30 mln shopvisits
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14 May, 13.20, 1940…….
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Reconstruction  Plan 1945: Modern City
center
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Reconstruction in the 50’s: housing and shopping
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Innercity densification in the 80’s



Reconstructing the City ’90’s: South Bank Development

Erasmusbrug van Berkel UNstudio
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Densification of the City Centre from 1990Densification of the inner city from 1990 onwards



Green-blue structure

Attractive residential living , strong economy,… health and participation
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Rotterdam en waterRotterdam and Water
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Water Challenges
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WATER CHALLENGES



NEW DEVELOPMENTS

DEMOGRAPHY CLIMATE ECONOMY

TECHNOLOGY SOCIETAL



Effects of Climate Change

Rotterdam climate change adaptation strategy

Sea level rise

More intense rain events High river discharges

Low river discharges Long periods of heat

Long periods of drought



The climate 
is changing

Developing 
the city is a 
continuous 
process

Building 
trust in a  
safe region

Adapting 
offers 
opportunities

WHY ACT NOW?



RAS: PRINCIPLES



Perspective for the climate resilient delta city
Illustrative reproduction of the possibilities for climate adaptation 
for different types of city districts

• What measures could we apply here?
• Which stakeholders are important to play a role?
• What value is added by those measures?
• Which stakeholders profit?

Compacte stad

Binnendijkse stadswijken

Naoorlogse wijken en 
buitengebieden

Buitendijkse stadswijken

Havens

Stadshavens

Rotterdamse adaptatiestrategieRotterdam climate change adaptation strategy



WATER SENSITIVE CITY FRAMEWORK



WATER SENSITIVE URBAN DESIGN



Water square Benthemplein, just after a good shower
WATER PLAZA BENTHEMPLEIN



PARTICIPATION



AND INNOVATON



Water square Benthemplein, just after a good shower
WATER PLAZA BENTHEMPLEIN

Daily use of 
public space



WATER SENSITIVE ROTTERDAM



POST-OFFICE 

DE URBANISTEN

7 SEASONS DE URBANISTEN

ON ALL LEVELS





Singel Hordijkerveld fase 1

WATER FOR AN ATTRACTIVE CITY



Watersquare Bellamyplein



Watersquare Frederiksplein
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RIVER AS A TIDAL PARK



SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL



SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL



• Changing policy:  Government as facilitator
• Allowing residents to initiate instead of 
participate

• Stadsinitiatief: residents can propose plans, 
but have to find funds at least 51 % of budget, 
best plans gets € 2,5 million from the govt.

• All Rotterdam residents above 12 years may 
vote for the best plan

• Citylab 010 – 2017 just launched

STADSINITIATIEF - > CITYLAB 010



STADSINITIATIEF



PILOTS…



JOHAN IDAPLEIN













ROOF TOP POTENTIAL



ROOF TOPS: THE NEXT LEVEL
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Imago van Rotterdam

European City of the Year 2015
Academy of Urbanism



TERIMA KASIH – THANK YOU


